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only groups so organized are the trade unions. Both in Denmark and 
Norway the governments have attempted, as yet with slight success, to 
force the unions to admit non-unionists to participation in the unem- 
ployment insurance. 

Mr. Schloss draws from his survey the following conclusions : 
( i ) Any successful system of unemployment insurance must be or- 
ganized by trades ; in the first place , because the risk of unemployment 
varies widely among different trades, and the combination of all the 
insured at a single rate drives away the persons employed in those 
trades where the risk of unemployment is slight ; and secondly, be- 
cause the trade-association method reduces the chances of fraud. The 
practical result of this conclusion is that unemployment insurance 
must be managed through trade unions, since it is impracticable to 
establish trade associations merely for such insurance. 

(2) The subsidies should be national, at any rate in England, since 
the trade unions and the scale of their unemployed benefits are 
national. 

(3) The system of unemployed benefits can best be operated in con- 
nection with labor registries. 

George E. Barnett. 
Johns Hopkins University. 

Statistik und Gesellschaftslehre. By GEORGE VON Mayr. 
Band III : Sozialstatistik (Morals tatistik, Bildungsstatistik, Wirt- 
schaftsstatistik, politische Statistik). Erste Lieferung. Tubingen, 
J. C. B. Mohr, 1909. — 260 pp. 

The first and second volumes of this monumental work were pub- 
lished in 1895 and 1897 and were reviewed by the late Richmond 
Mayo-Smith in this Quarterly. 1 Those who are interested to inform 
themselves regarding the writer's conception of statistics and the gen- 
eral scope of his entire work will find assistance in these earlier reviews. 
It is a pleasure to welcome this first part of the third volume and to 
learn that the second part may be expected within the current year. A 
third part will complete the volume and the entire work, but it is not to 
be expected until after the results of the German census of occupations 
and industries taken in 1907 have been published. 

The primary division of the work as a whole is into theoretical sta- 
tistics, which occupies the first volume, and practical statistics, the 
theme of the second and third volumes. Practical statistics falls into 

1 Vol. x, pp. 475-485, and vol. xiii, pp. 161-163. 
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five divisions: (i) vital statistics or demography, occupying the sec- 
ond volume; (2) moral statistics, (3) educational statistics, (4) eco- 
nomic statistics, (5) political statistics, which together will fill the third 
volume. The part now published differs from the preceding two in not 
containing the whole of any one division. It is devoted to moral sta- 
tistics, but that topic will extend into and be finished in a subsequent 
part. This pamphlet is in a measure supplementary to the second vol- 
ume, amplifying, for example, the discussion of natality statistics in that 
volume (pages 165-200) by sections on still births, on decrease in the 
birth-rate and in the fecundity of marriages, and on illegitimate births, 
topics which are largely, if not predominantly, moral. It contains also 
an extended discussion of divorce statistics, a topic not treated at all in 
the second volume in connection with demography. Perhaps an idea 
of the quality of the work is best conveyed by the free and somewhat 
abridged translation of a paragraph. 

1 27. Field of divorce statistics. Statistics of the terminations of marriage 
by death, the normal mode of dissolution, belong to vital statistics; ter- 
minations by legal decree or divorce in the largest sense belong to moral 
statistics. The latter do not include cases of intentional and permanent 
discontinuance of cohabitation as husband and wife, although they are of 
interest for moral statistics. A leading example of this sort is the deserted 
wife. Regarding such cases the carefully analyzed returns of a census 
afford some information, but it cannot be properly interpreted at present, 
because instances of temporary separation at the date of the census cannot 
be distinguished from instances of permanent desertion, and because not 
a few mothers of illegitimate children, especially in cities, report themselves 
falsely as married. For this reason I pass the subject by with the remark 
that the statistics of Berlin have made important contributions to it. For 
example, Boeckh showed that in 1885 the number of divorced women 
in Berlin was 2824 and the number of deserted wives was 6457 [pages 
183-184]. 

This work as a whole, in the range of its topics, in its critical acumen 
and judicial balance, in its grasp upon the work of predecessors and 
contemporaries, is unequaled among extant statistical treatises. No 
doubt English and American students who need a system of statistics in 
three volumes are able to use it in its present form. If it could be 
translated and at the same time abbreviated and simplified by a com- 
petent hand and with the author's assistance for the many who are in- 
teresting themselves in statistics and who lack a comprehensive and 
recent English manual, a great service would be rendered to a large 
body of scholars and no little stimulus given to the study. 

Walter F. Willcox. 
Cornell University. 



